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Gerhart Beitel
On October 21°' I joined a trip to Laoshima which was organaized by members of the

University of the air. I was invited by Sato-san who is a member of the“Felcome” group
also joining this event. We met around 11:00am at Enoshima station and had a short visit
to an old shrine in the town of Enoshima. After that we moved on to the perfume museum
and saw an amazing variety of perfume bottles mostly from the 19'" and beginning of 20'"
century. Around noon time we walked across the dam to Enoshima island, where we had a good
lunch. In the afternoon we visited the botanical garden of Enoshima which is located right
in the center of the island. Also it was October we could still see some nice flowers and
other interesting plants. Within the botanical garden there is the tall old tower of the
lighthouse of Enoshima. We took the elevator to the top. From there we had a beautiful
view over the costline almost until Izu peninsula. However, we could not see Mt.Fuji since
it was to hazy. Later in the afternoon the group devided into people going into a restau-
rant and others visiting the caves of Enoshima. These caves are located at the coast line
of Enoshima, just above sea level. Therefore we had to climb down all the way from the
botanical garden, which is located at the highest point of the island. The caves itself are
very old and little altars and statues inside. Every visitor got some candle which prov-
ided some light. The candle light together with the darkness of the cave and the ancient
statues produced a strange atmosphere. After the visit of the cave the members of our
group struggled to climb many steps to the center of the island again. It was already
getting dark so it was decided to go back to the main land. Close to the station we
visited a little cafe and had a beer and some sandwiches. After that most people went
home and only about 10 people including me moved on to Kamakura. The day ended with a
nice dinner close to Kamakura station.

Looking back it was a very interesting day for me. 1 have seen lots of new things and
could talk to many interesting people. Only drawback was my poor Japanese language
skills. But this was compensated by the support of some members of the Welcome group who
helped me a lot with their explanations in English.

Thank you very much for the nice day and for inviting me.
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